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CHAP, issue, and then no ministry could be found at once
^ capable of conducting Imperial and British affairs.
Representative government consists in the power
of a people through their parliament to give or
withhold their assent to particular measures. But
responsible government consists in their power to
dismiss and replace the executive charged with the
task of initiating and administering those measures.
The arrangement proposed would be fatal to the
principle of responsible government. It would
destroy it so far as the people of the British Isles
are concerned without extending it to the Do-
minions. Not only would responsible government
be destroyed, but the scheme would lead to an
absolute deadlock. The leaders of both parties
who had served in the existing Imperial Govern-
ment would refuse to recommend its acceptance
to the British electorate, and would deserve to
forfeit the confidence of all practical men if they
did not

This pro- This plan is usually advanced as the simplest
e a&d most moderate way of solving the problem.
The moderation of the proposal, however, is

executive illusory, for in reality, it duplicates Parliament.    It

sfble to two turns one legislature into two, the lesser of which
is to deal with the Dominion affairs of the United
Kingdom, and the greater with those of the British

ates. Commonwealth as a whole. So long as it assumes
that one cabinet is to be responsible to both parlia-
ments the proposal is not only retrograde but un-
workable. It is subject to the same objection
which Mr. Asquith made to Sir Joseph Ward.
The power of dismissing and replacing ministers
would be shared by two different legislatures, and